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(57) ABSTRACT

A valve assembly is provided and includes a pitot tube having
an angled tip to extract from a duct formed by a housing a
sample of a fluid to be communicated to an actuator config-
ured to operate the duct, the pitot tube being disposed within
the housing whereby the pitot tube is fixed longitudinally
between the actuator and the housing and laterally within the
housing and an anti-rotation mechanism coupled with the
pitot tube to rotationally secure the pitot tube such that the
angled tip is fixed to face rearwardly.
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1
METHOD OF FORMING A PITOT TUBE
VALVE ASSEMBLY WITH AN
ANTI-ROTATION MECHANISM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a divisional application that
claims the benefit of priority to U.S. application Ser. No.
12/914,462, which is entitled “ANTI-ROTATION MECHA-
NISM FOR PITOT TUBE,” and was filed on Oct. 28, 2010.
The entire contents of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/914,462
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to a valve
assembly and, more particularly, to a valve assembly having
an anti-rotation mechanism for a pitot tube.

A pneumatically actuated butterfly valve opens and closes
a duct through which fluid passes from an upstream end to a
downstream end. Some valves operate in accordance with a
measurement of the pressure of the fluid at the upstream end.
That is, when they detect that the upstream pressure is t0o
high or beyond a predefined threshold, they close at least
partially to lower the downstream pressure. By contrast, when
the upstream pressure is low, they open to allow more fluid
through the duct.

The upstream pressure is detected by way of a pitot tube
positioned such that its tip is placed in the fluid. The pitot tube
is used to communicate a sample of the fluid to a valve
actuator where the fluid pressure can be extracted and a deter-
mination can be made to open or close the valve. To this end,
the pitot tube has an angled tip that is designed to discourage
debris from entering the tube. In order for the pitot tube to be
effective, however, the angled tip must face in the reward
direction and the pitot tube must be prevented from rotating.
Typically, this is accomplished by the use of a high tempera-
ture adhesive, such as Stycast 2762, but it has been seen that
the actual operating temperature of the fluid often exceeds
this and other adhesive’s capability. As such, pitot tubes often
rotate to an undesired orientation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the invention, a valve assembly
is provided and includes a pitot tube having an angled tip to
extract from a duct formed by a housing a sample of a fluid to
be communicated to an actuator configured to operate the
duct, the pitot tube being disposed within the housing
whereby the pitot tube is fixed longitudinally between the
actuator and the housing and laterally within the housing and
an anti-rotation mechanism coupled with the pitot tube to
rotationally secure the pitot tube such that the angled tip is
fixed to face rearwardly.

According to another aspect of the invention, a valve
assembly is provided and includes a housing formed to define
a duct through which a fluid flows rearwardly from an
upstream end, a first through-hole and a slot in association
with the first through-hole, an actuator to operate the duct in
accordance with a condition at the upstream end, a pitot tube
having an angled tip for disposition within the first through-
hole to extract a sample of the fluid to be communicated to the
actuator and an anti-rotation mechanism coupled with the
pitot tube and configured to sit within the slot to rotationally
secure the pitot tube such that the angled tip is fixed to face
rearwardly.
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According to yet another aspect of the invention, a method
of forming a valve assembly is provided and includes machin-
ing a first through-hole into a housing, machining a slot
partially along the first through-hole, coupling an anti-rota-
tion mechanism with a pitot tube to form a pitot tube assembly
and installing the pitot tube assembly within the first through-
hole such that the anti-rotation mechanism sits within the slot.

These and other advantages and features will become more
apparent from the following description taken in conjunction
with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The subject matter, which is regarded as the invention, is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of an anti-rotation
mechanism for a pitot tube;

FIG. 2 is an axial view of the anti-rotation mechanism of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is atop view of the anti-rotation mechanism of F1G.
1

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a valve assembly;

FIG. 5 is a top view of an anti-rotation mechanism accord-
ing to alternate embodiments;

FIG. 6 is a top view of an anti-rotation mechanism accord-
ing to alternate embodiments; and

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of adhesive used with the anti-
rotational mechanism of FIG. 1.

The detailed description explains embodiments of the
invention, together with advantages and features, by way of
example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to FIGS. 1-4, a valve assembly 10 is pro-
vided and includes a housing 20, an actuator 30, a pitot tube
40 and an anti-rotation mechanism 50. The housing 20 is
formed to define a duct 21 through which a fluid flows in the
rearward direction from an upstream end 22 to a downstream
end 23. The housing 20 is further formed to define a first
through-hole 24 and a slot 25. The first through-hole 24
extends from an upper surface of the housing 20 to an outer
diameter of the duct 21 and the slot 25 is formed in association
with the first through-hole 24. In some embodiments, the slot
25 extends from the upper surface of the housing 20 and along
a partial length of the first through-hole 24 at opposite sides
thereof.

The actuator 30 is coupled to the upper surface of the
housing 20 and is configured to operate the duct 21, which
may include a butterfly valve or a similar type of valve, in
accordance with a condition at the upstream end 22. That is,
the actuator 30 may open a valve of the duct 21 when it is
determined that a pressure of the fluid at the upstream end 22
is low and may close the valve when the upstream fluid
pressure is high or above a predetermined threshold.

The pitot tube 40 has an angled tip 41 and is configured for
disposition within the first through-hole 24 to extract a sample
of the fluid to be communicated to the actuator 30. The con-
dition at the upstream end 22, such as the upstream fluid
pressure, is determined from this fluid sample. The pitot tube
40 is a substantially tubular member and may include a flange
42 at its trailing end opposite the angled tip 41. The flange 42
may locate the pitot tube 40 longitudinally within the first
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through-hole 24 such that the angled tip 41 extends into the
fluid flow through the duct 21 such that the fluid sample can be
extracted and transmitted along the length of the pitot tube 40.

When the pitot tube 40 is disposed within the first through-
hole, as described above, the angled tip 41 faces in the rear-
ward direction such that a testable sample of the fluid is
permitted to flow into the pitot tube 40 but excessive amounts
of the fluid and/or debris are prevented from flowing into the
pitot tube 40. The anti-rotation mechanism 50 is coupled with
the pitot tube 40 and configured to sit within the slot 25 to
rotationally secure the pitot tube 40 within the first through-
hole 24 such that the angled tip 41 is fixed to face in the
rearward direction. With the anti-rotation mechanism 50 in
use adhesives can be used for secondary retention and sealing,
as will be described below, but are not necessary for rotation
prevention. Thus, the valve assembly 10 can be adapted for
use in higher temperature/pressure conditions than what
would otherwise be possible.

The anti-rotation mechanism 50 may be formed of a mate-
rial that is dissimilar from that of the housing 20 and the pitot
tube 40. For example, the anti-rotation mechanism 50 may be
formed of steel or a steel alloy while the housing 20 and the
pitot tube 40 may each be formed of aluminum or an alumi-
num alloy. With this construction, in order to prevent galvanic
corrosion, the anti-rotation mechanism may be wet installed
and provided with a coating of epoxy primer.

In accordance with embodiments, the anti-rotation mecha-
nism 50 may include a tubular slotted spring 51 that extends
through the pitot tube 40 such that ends 52 of the tubular
slotted spring 51 protrude from pitot tube sides 43 and so that
the protruding ends 52 can sit at the bottom of the slot 25. To
this end, the pitot tube 40 may be formed to define a second
through-hole 44 extending through the sides 43. The tubular
slotted spring 51 includes a body portion extending circum-
ferentially such that ends of the body portion nearly meet to
thereby define a longitudinal slot. The tubular slotted spring
51 can therefore be squeezed to fit within the second through-
hole 44 and subsequently released to assume a secure fit
therein.

Once the tubular slotted spring 51 in inserted into the pitot
tube 40, the resulting pitot tube assembly 400, which includes
the pitot tube 40 and the tubular slotted spring 51, can be
disposed within the first through-hole 24 with the protruding
ends 52 aligned with and sitting within the slot 25. Once the
pitot tube 40 is disposed within the first through-hole 24, the
abutment of the protruding ends 52 and the sidewalls of the
slot 25 prevent pitot tube 40 rotation. In accordance with
embodiments, the first through-hole 24 and the second
through-hole 44 may be oriented transversely with respect to
one another and, as such, the pitot tube 40 and the tubular
slotted spring 51 may also be oriented substantially trans-
versely with respect to one another. In accordance with fur-
ther embodiments, the pitot tube 40 and the tubular slotted
spring 51 may be perpendicular to one another.

With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, it is to be understood that,
in accordance with alternate embodiments, other anti-rota-
tion mechanisms 50 are available. These include bosses 60
(see FIG. 5), which may be coupled to the pitot tube 40 at the
sides 43 to sit within the slot 25 and to operate similarly as the
protruding ends 52 without the need for a feature extending
through the center of the pitot tube 40. The bosses 60 may be
adhered to the sides 43 or integrally connected to the pitot
tube 40 and may be provided singularly or as a plurality of
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bosses 60 with even or staggered arrangements with respect
to one another. Other alternative embodiments include the
formation of the pitot tube 40 with regular or irregular fea-
tures 70 that abut complementary features 71 of the first
through-hole 24 (see FIG. 6). In this way, once the pitot tube
40 is inserted within the first through-hole 24, rotation of the
pitot tube 40 is inhibited by the abutment of the features 70
and the complementary feature 71.

With reference to FIG. 7, in order to provide for secondary
retention and for sealing purposes, an adhesive 80 may be
interposed between the housing 20 and the pitot tube 40. This
adhesive 80 may include, for example, a silicone based adhe-
sive or a similar type of adhesive and may be included in the
pitot tube assembly 400 as well.

In accordance with aspects of the invention, a method of
forming a valve assembly 10 is provided and includes
machining a first through-hole 24 into a housing 20, machin-
ing a slot 25 partially along the first through-hole 24, coupling
an anti-rotation mechanism 50 with a pitot tube 40 to form a
pitot tube assembly 400 and installing the pitot tube assembly
400 within the first through-hole 24 such that the anti-rotation
mechanism 50 sits within the slot 25. Here, the machining
may include at least one of milling and/or electro-dynamic
machining. Also, in order to prevent galvanic corrosion
between the anti-rotation mechanism 50 and the housing 20
and the pitot tube 40, the anti-rotation mechanism 50 may be
coated in epoxy primer.

While the invention has been described in detail in connec-
tion with only a limited number of embodiments, it should be
readily understood that the invention is not limited to such
disclosed embodiments. Rather, the invention can be modi-
fied to incorporate any number of variations, alterations, sub-
stitutions or equivalent arrangements not heretofore
described, but which are commensurate with the spirit and
scope of the invention. Additionally, while various embodi-
ments of the invention have been described, it is to be under-
stood that aspects of the invention may include only some of
the described embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not
to be seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of forming a valve assembly having a housing,
the method comprising:

machining a first through-hole into the housing;

machining a slot partially along the first through-hole;

coupling an anti-rotation mechanism with a pitot tube to
form a pitot tube assembly; and

installing the pitot tube assembly within the first through-

hole such that the anti-rotation mechanism sits within
the slot,

wherein the machining of the slot comprises machining the

slot to extend from an upper surface of the housing and
along a partial length of the first through-hole.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the machining
of the first through-hole and the machining of the slot each
comprises milling.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the machining
of the first through-hole and the machining of the slot each
comprises electro-dynamic machining.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
coating the anti-rotation mechanism in epoxy primer.
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